
Top 5 Reasons You Should Take Speech & Debate 

1. Better Test Scores: debate was associated with significantly 

greater likelihood of scoring at or above the college-

readiness benchmarks on all four ACT sections  

2. College Acceptance: students involved in debate are much more 

likely to stand out when it comes to college applications than 

students who were involved in sports or community service.  

3. Increased Achievement: students who participated in debate 

scored nearly five points higher in reading. 

4. Higher GPA: Students involved in debate demonstrated a GPA of 

3.23 compared to one of 2.83 for non-debaters. 

5. Graduation Success:  students involved in debate have been 

found to be 3.1 times more likely to graduate. 

What other Vikings are saying: 
I’ve learned to be confident, that it’s okay to make mistakes and 

still be proud of yourself.  When I walk into this room...I'm speak-

ing, just not to speak, but speaking with a purpose!  

Debates have helped me in everyday life, in normal conversa-

tions. It's helped me to pay more attention to what other people 

are saying, and I can respond. 

I never thought I could pull together a speech in a few minutes 

and now thanks to this class that is a breeze.  The more I present 

the less nervous am. 

The reason that I took this class was to help me come out of my 

shell and to help me get better at facing anxiety.  I've learned how 

to breathe in front of an audience, which really helped me be-

cause I had to give speeches and presentations in other classes.   

I have learned that in order to get things done in the best possible 

way, you have to believe in yourself. You have to learn to get 

through the butterflies in your stomach and just do. This class 

taught me a lot of things. Always be confident in yourself, Use 

your strengths to your advantage and to never give up. 

~Fall 2017 Students 

Topics in Class 

• Spoken Word Poetry 

• Spontaneous          

Argument 

• Original Persuasive 

Speeches 

• Public Forum 

Debate 

• Humorous &         

Dramatic  Acting 

• Radio Speaking 

• Improv Skills 

Speech & Debate 


